
Prayer for the Beginning of the New School Year 
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School Year Theme: Ever Growing, Learning, and Living in Christ 
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Father, 
we thank you for the opportunity 

to begin this new school year, 
and we ask that you bless 

the students, staff, and student families 
that make our school a great place. 

We pray that you will guide us in all ways, 
so that we will seek your will 

in everything that we do. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

As we begin our 47th year of education at St. 
Mary School with excitement and anticipa-
tion, I am pleased to extend a sincere wel-
come to all students, staff, and families—new 
and returning. 

While the majority of our students have been 
with us from 1 to 12 years, we have a signifi-
cant number who are new to St. Mary School 
this year.  We hope your experience with us 
will be a positive one.  We invite you to be-
come involved in all that St. Mary School has 
to offer. 

One of our main areas of focus this year will 
be Inquiry based teaching and learning, an 
initiative on which we have focused for the 
past two years. 

We have many exciting opportunities planned 

for students — in academics, band, athletics, 
clubs, and co-curricular activities. 

Parents are encouraged to become involved 
with School Council.  Your involvement — in 
whatever capacity you are able — will be ap-
preciated. 

We hope everyone, from students to parents, 
feel welcome at St. Mary School.  Parents and 
guardians are encouraged to keep in contact 
with your child’s teacher(s) and to contact the 
school and speak with the appropriate staff 
member should you have any questions or 
concerns.  

Let us work together to have a wonderful 
school year as we grow, learn, and live in 
Christ ! 

We welcome 4 “new faces” to St. Mary School 
It is our pleasure to introduce and welcome 
four new members of our St. Mary School 
family. 

Miss Holly Tattrie is replacing Mrs. Swaren 
who is currently on medical leave until the 
Christmas break.  Mrs. Swaren  is  undergoing 
cancer treatments.  We wish her a speedy re-
turn to good health.  We have every confi-
dence Miss Tattrie will handle her junior and 
senior high responsibilities well.   

Miss Caitlin Swaren is replacing Mrs. 
McNamara who is on medical leave.  Mrs. 
McNamara had knee surgery recently and she 
will be away from school from 6 weeks to 3 

months.  We hope she is up and mobile soon.  
Miss Swaren is enjoying her junior high re-
sponsibilities. 

Miss Swaren and Miss Tattrie will handle the 
coaching responsibilities for our senior high 
girls’ volleyball team. 

Miss Maureen Gibson is the new Family 
School Liaison Worker at FCSS who has been 
assigned to St. Mary School.  She replaces 
Connie Barabas who has accepted other em-
ployment. 

Mrs. Julia Luchka is our new “cafeteria 
lady.”    Her menu, containing many “home 
cooked” selections, is included on page 5. 
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Parent Corner — School Council 
WELCOME ST. MARY SCHOOL PARENTS!!  

2011-2012 School Council 

Welcome parents to the new school year!  Please join 
us at our planning meeting, for our upcoming 2nd 
annual meet the staff BBQ event, on Thursday, 
September 8, 2011 at @ 7 PM in the school li-
brary .  We need helpers to plan and run this event 
(scheduled for September 21, 2011). 

Get involved!  We need YOU to make School 
Council events happen! 
We are recruiting School Council members, including 
executive members, members-at-large and event help-
ers.  Consider YOUR role on School Council! 

Please attend a meeting or contact us.  Election of 
new executive members will be scheduled for our 
October meeting. 
Watch for updates in the school newsletter.  For more 
information about these events, or to receive updates 
as they become available, please contact us! 

Parent Line:  780-307-0090 

E-mail:  parents.stmary@gmail.com 

Website: www.smschool.ca 
under “School Council” 

 
 

No Child Without MedicAlert Program 
St. Mary School will, once again, provide parents the op-
portunity to obtain a Medic-Alert bracelet for qualifying 
children. 

Our school is involved in the Canadian MedicAlert Foun-
dation’s No Child Without program. There is no cost for 
students who attend our school and are between the ages of 
4 up to their 14th birthday to join MedicAlert through this 
program.  If your child has a medical condition, allergy or 
is required to take medication on a regular basis, then you 
should consider this program. A child’s MedicAlert identi-
fication can alert school staff, friends, coaches and others 

about your child’s medical condition should an emergency 
occur. 

For further information, come to the office for a brochure 
or go to www.nochildwithout.ca.  To register your child, 
you will need a No Child Without brochure from the school 
office.  

If your child is already part of the No Child Without pro-
gram and there have been changes to his or her medical 
condition, medications or emergency contact information, 
call MedicAlert at 1-800-668-1507 to update your child’s 
file. 

HomeLogic available to junior and senior high parents and students 
Parents of students in junior and senior high are invited, 
again this year, to keep informed of their children’s pro-
gress by logging in to a secure website. 

This very well-received opportunity was provided to par-
ents for the past three years and, over-all, was met with 
much satisfaction by the parents who used it. 

In order to remain up-to-date on your child’s progress, cur-
rent marks, assignment completion, and attendance, you are 
encouraged to contact the school office for your secure log-
in information and the simple instructions necessary to use 
this site. 

Students are also welcome to access this site. 

New altar servers being recruited at St. Mary of the Assumption Church 
September 1, 2011 

Dear Parents: 

The church ministry is currently recruiting new altar serv-
ers. 

Boys and girls from grade four and up are welcome to join 
this group.  The children must have received the sacrament 
of Holy Communion. 

We will be holding a meeting on Thursday, September 8, at 
3:30 p.m. in the school library. 

Training will be provided for all participants.  Training 
dates will be set up at the meeting and will likely be held 
after school at the church within the next few weeks.  We 

hope to establish a schedule for the altar servers for the 
regular Saturday and Sunday masses. 

You are welcome to join us at the meeting or, if you have 
any questions, please call Kathryn Bourque (780-349-2994) 
or Nora McGaughey (780-349-8272). 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all who par-
ticipated in serving mass over the past year.  We are happy 
to welcome back many of our children from last year and 
look forward to working with new volunteers. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nora McGaughey and Kathryn Bourque 
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Curriculum information for parents 
The general and Catholic 2011/2012 Curriculum Hand-
books for Parents, Curriculum Summaries for Kindergarten 
to Grade 9 and senior high school, and the Curriculum Ex-
press for Parents, Kindergarten to Grade 3 are now avail-
able on the Alberta Education website at 
www.education.alberta.ca/parents/resources/
handbook.aspx .  They may be downloaded for viewing and 
printing as required.   

Updated on an annual basis, the Curriculum Handbooks for 
Parents offer in-depth information about what students are 
expected to learn at each grade level of the curriculum, the 
Curriculum Summaries provide concise grade-at-a-glance 
information, and the Curriculum Express for Parents gives 
a short explanation of the curriculum for parents who are 
English language learners.   

Criminal record check required  
All individuals who volunteer with St. Mary School stu-
dents are required to provide a criminal record check prior 
to their working with our children. 

For individuals who have not provided these in the past, the 
criminal record checks are to be no older than 6 months old.  
Volunteers who have provided us with this record check in 
the past do not have to supply a new one, at this point, as 
your previous one should be still in our files.  If you are un-

certain, please phone the school office and we will check for 
you.  In the near future we will be reviewing our files and 
requesting new criminal record checks for all individuals 
whose current one is more than three years old.  You will be 
contacted if you need to provide a new one. 

In order to obtain this Criminal Record Check, simply go to 
our local R.C.M.P. detachment and request one.  In the past, 
they have been provided free of charge. 

School counseling and support services … Career counseling 
Maureen Gibson will be our new FSL (Family School Liai-
son) support worker.  Employed through FCSS (Family 
Community Support Services), Maureen is contracted by 
Evergreen school division to provide support services to St. 
Mary students and their families.  She will be at St. Mary 
School on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays.   

She provides a range of services and supports, but some-
times will refer to other agencies and/or counselors, as well. 

Referrals may be made to Maureen in any of several ways: 
student request, parent request, and/or teacher/administrator 

referral.   

Mrs. Watamaniuk will continue to provide career counsel-
ing to students in grades 9-12.  She is available to meet with 
students on Thursdays and will offer a range of supports 
including assisting students with career and post-secondary 
educational explorations, investigating prerequisites for post
-secondary programs, scholarship searches and scholarship 
information.  Mrs. Watamaniuk’s role is an important one, 
and valuable assistance is provided to our students, so all 
students in grades 9-12 are expected to meet with her. 

Terry Fox Run — Wednesday, September 28th 
St. Mary Staff and students will participate in the annual 
Terry Fox Run on Wednesday, September 28th beginning at 
11:00 a.m. 

This is the recommended national day for schools to partici-
pate in this event. 

Information will be sent home in advance; however, as has 
been our practice in the past, students will not be taking 

home pledge sheets to get sponsors and collect money.  
Anyone who wishes to donate to this cause will be given the 
opportunity to do so, but we will provide financial support 
as a school by using money from previous fund raising ac-
tivities. 

We will expect all staff and students to participate in this 
worthwhile activity. 

St. Mary School Staff — 2011-2012 school year 
· Mrs. Elizabeth Belanger – Teacher 

Assistant 

· Mrs. Linda Bolkowy  – Kindergarten 
and Grade 4 

· Mrs. Linda Boutin  – Secretary and 
Library Aide  

· Mr. Derek Brown  – Assistant Prin-
cipal; Inclusive Ed.; CTS 

· Mr. Dale Croteau – Custodian  

· Mrs. Shirley Croteau – Custodian   

· Mr. Darryl Feser  – Sr. High English 
and Religion; Jr. High ParticipAc-
tion; Elem. P.E.  

· Mrs. Anita Flese – Grade 6; Elem. 
P.E. 

· Mr. Oscar Garcia – Grade 6-12 
Band; Jr. High Math and Religion  

· Mrs. Tammy Gauthier – Grade 2  

· Mrs. Jennifer Gilbertson – Grade 4
-12 French; Jr. High Science; Jr. 
High CTS; Elem. PE.  

· Mrs. Roxanne Guinan – Teacher 
Assistant   

· Miss Audrey MacDonald – Princi-
pal; Work Exp.; RAP; Student Pro-
gramming  

· Miss Nora McGaughey – Grade 1-3 
Language Arts  

· Mrs. Irene McNamara (temporarily 
replaced by Miss Caitlin Swaren) – 
Jr. High Language Arts, Soc. St., and 
Religion; Jr. High Food Studies 

· Mrs. Linda Molesky – Grade 5  

· Mr. Peter Molesky – Sr. High Sci-
ences  

· Mrs. Theresa Mueller – Grade 1  

· Mr. Vance Nakonechny – Sr. High 
Math; Jr. High Science; CALM; CTS  

· Mrs. Sue Nicolle – Custodian   

· Mrs. Angela Patrick – Admin. 
Secretary  

· Mrs. Darci Romanuik – Grade 3  

· Mr. Darcy Romanuik – Elem., Jr., 
and Sr. High P.E.; Jr. High Math; Jr. 
High Health; Jr. High ParticipAction 

· Mrs. Colette Swaren (temporarily 
replaced by Miss Holly Tattrie) – Jr. 
and Sr. High Soc. St.; Jr. High Film 
Studies, Jr. High Health 

· Mrs. Barb Watamaniuk – Grade 4; 
Jr. And Sr. High Career Counselling 
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Notes from the Band room 
· First Band Parents’ Meeting of the 

2011-2012 school year —  Tues., Sept. 
13th @7:00 p.m. 

· Fundraising Activities for the year will 
include: Bottle Drives, Sausage and 
Fruit Sales, Dinner Show, Sale of 
Sobeys Food Gift Certificates, Talent 
Show, and Flamenco En Vivo Show at 
CATS (see poster to the left) 
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Mass times in Westlock and 
area 

Practice Times 
ATHLETICS  

Sr. high girls — Tues./Thurs. (5:00—7:00 
p.m.) 

Jr. high girls — Tues./Thurs. (3:30—5:00 
p.m.) 

Sr. high boys — Mon./Wed. (5:00—6:30 
p.m.) 

Jr. high boys — Mon./Wed. (3:30—5:00 
p.m.) 

Running Club — Tues./Thurs. (3:30—
4:15 p.m.) 

BAND 

Stage (Jazz) band — Mon. (3:30-4:30); 
Wed. (Sept.: 3:30-4:30; beginning Oct.: 4:45-
6:00) 

Wind Ensemble — Wed. (beginning last 
Wed. in Sept 3:30-4:45) 

Junior — Tues./Thurs. (lunch—beginning 
end of Nov.) 

Student Retreats Scheduled Friend of St. Mary 
School to be Ordained a 
Deacon 

Mike Landry, our school division Youth Minister 
will, again this year, lead student retreats for grades 5 
to 12.  A slight change in format will mean that the 
length of most of these retreats will change some-
what.  With two exceptions, retreats will be half days.  
Most will take place in the Church basement, al-
though the overnight grade 12 retreat will be held at 
Camp Encounter.  All eligible students are expected 
to participate. 

Retreats are  scheduled as follows: 

· Sept. 22nd — Grade 7 (a.m.); Grade 9 (p.m.) 
· Oct. 18 & 19th — Grade 12 
· Nov. 21st — Grade 10 (a.m.); Grade 11 (p.m.) 
· Dec. 13th — Grade 8 (all day) 
· Jan. 27th — Grade 5 (a.m.); Grade 6 (p.m.) 
Mike will also make two visits to the school to speak 
to students in preparation for Advent (Dec. 14th) and 
Lent (Feb. 23rd).  We appreciate his work with our 
students. 

Seminarian Thomas Nguyen will be 
ordained to the Holy Order of Diacon-
ate on Saturday, September 10, 2011 at 
St. Joseph Seminary in Edmonton.   

Thomas, who is studying for the priest-
hood at St. Joseph’s Seminary, spent a 
year at St. Mary of the Assumption 
parish in Westlock and worked with 
our students in sacramental preparation 
during the 2009-2010 school year.  He 
was a regular and welcome visitor at 
St. Mary School. 

We offer Thomas our congratulations 
and our prayers as he continues on his 
journey to the priesthood. 
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Meet the staff barbecue 
and  

Awards Night  
Wednesday, September 21st   

School Picture Day 
Monday, September 26th 

Parent—Student—Teacher 
Conferences/Goal Setting 

Tues., Oct. 4th and Thurs., Oct. 6th 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 
SPECIALS 

More i
nfo. 

to follow 
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